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The Chef Knows Best

foresight into how that space will be used.

Who better to mull over ideas with than a
professional chef? How about a chef-contractor
team so in sync they joke they can finish each
other’s sentences.

When Fred and Donna Branaman wanted to
remodel their 1980s kitchen in Alameda’s East
End, they made a beeline to Lisa Cannelora,
owner of Cucina di Cannelora, kitchen and
bath designer and former chef. Having worked
the line in restaurants such as Greens Restau-
rant, Restaurant LuLu and now-shuttered Le
Club, Cannelora knows what she’s doing in the
kitchen. Together with Daryl Walker of Walker
Construction, with whom Cannelora has built
several kitchens, the team prides itself on pro-
viding clients the kitchen of their dreams.

That includes the Branamans who, as home
vegan chefs, needed a bigger, more efficient
space to accommodate large equipment and
various veggie-prep stations. “We started by
taking down a wall and creating a U-shaped

Rcmodeling a kitchen requires tremendous

perimeter dedicated to lots of counter space
with sinks on both ends,” Cannelora explains.

By breaking the kitchen into a variety of mise
en place, or station setups, the couple is able to
work and entertain without getting in one an-
other’s way. The team chose custom cabinetry by
Merit Kitchens, for which Cucina di Cannelora is
a dealer, for its durability and full extension glides
that make accessing recessed appliances a cinch.
Along the walls, the cabinets are topped with
honed satin-sheen black granite. The island’s
unique shape is made of polished dragon red
granite. The perimeter offers a quiet look with its
soft black-and-beige-toned marble mosaic as a
backdrop to the dramatic centerpiece island that
serves as the room’s prime eating area.

“We feel so fortunate to have had Lisa’s
expertise and guidance along with Walker
Construction’s craftsmanship during the remodel.
What's normally a stressful experience turned
out to be a wonderful, exciting one;” say Donna
Branaman. “There truly isn’t a day that goes by
that we don’t say how much we love our kitchen?”

ALAMEDAPUBLISHING




